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Summary Report

1. The Multistakholder Advisory Group (MAG) of the Internet Governance Forum met in Geneva on 15 and 16 February 2012 as part of the preparatory process for the IGF 2012 meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan.  The meeting was held consecutively after an open consultation for the 2012 meeting (and a taking stock session for the IGF 2011 meeting) held on 14 February 2012..  The meeting was open to observers and was web cast and several MAG members participated remotely.

2. The MAG meeting chaired by Elmir Valizada, Deputy Minister of Communications and Information Technology, Azerbaijan.  The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) was represented by Vyatcheslav Cherkasov and the IGF Secretariat by Chengetai Masango. This was the last meeting of the MAG with the current membership and the opportunity was taken to thank the members of the MAG for their contributions over the last years.  

3. The meeting initially reviewed its working procedures and agreed, in order to ensure an all inclusive multistakeholder participation, that observers should have an opportunity to make interventions at the beginning of each agenda item.

4. The meeting reviewed the input from the open consultations, in particular the guidance given around the theme of the event, the nature of the sessions, the structure of the event and the role of the MAG in shaping the agenda and selecting the workshops.

5. The MAG held a wide-ranging debate over the main theme of the event. There was a strong view that human rights should feature as a key issue across the whole of the IGF 2012, but there was no consensus that human rights should be the main theme.  As the meeting progressed, there was an emerging consensus that the suggested main theme be: “Internet Governance for Sustainable Human Economic and Social Development”. 

6. There was also a strong view held by many MAG members, and reflected in comments at the open consultation, that the IGF2012 meeting would be based around structure of the IGF as it was implemented in the IGF 2011 meeting in Nairobi.  The working assumption was that the IGF 2012 would be structured around six main sessions – namely:

· Internet governance for development  (IG4D)

· Emerging Issues 

· Managing critical Internet resources 

· Security, openness and privacy 

· Access and diversity  

· Taking stock and the way forward  


There was also a strong view that the main sessions would be structured around questions, as was done in 2011.
7. An alternative view suggested a different formulation of the main sessions, for example a session on human rights (a focused and centralized debate); the possibility of several main sessions on one theme, such as security, that would allow in depth analysis of many issues in across two main sessions or perhaps thematic main sessions, such as a thematic main session on DNS filtering.  Further, it was noted that having the cross cutting theme of development was a specific decision for the IGF 2011 meeting and that it would be possible to review the focus of this main session on another cross cutting theme.

It was agreed that the main sessions would be three hours and that the workshops would be an hour and a half. It was noted that in some cases it might be appropriate to divide the main sessions into two, especially where the aim was to cover a wide range of issues that had addressed distinctly different perspectives. In such cases it was recognised that there could different panels for each sub session of a main session.

8. It was suggested holding the opening ceremony in the morning of the first day.  With regard to the planning of the closing ceremony, it was recalled that in the past, the number of the participants at the closing ceremony was often significantly reduced, compared to the opening ceremony, and therefore it may be possible to accommodate the closing ceremony in one of the main IGF hotels.

9. There was no discussion of the working hours although the working assumption was that the main sessions would run from 10.00 – 13.00 and 15.00 – 18.00.  There would be no formal sessions after 18.00. 

10. The concept of feeder workshops was seen as useful but the view was held that there should be a stronger linkage between the feeder workshops and main sessions and clear information on feeder workshops and their connection to the relevant main session should be provided.  

11. There was support for inter-regional dialogues and national IGF discussions, although these would not be main sessions. There was no discussion as to whether these inter-regional debates would be one or more workshop sessions.

12. The discussions related to workshops moved towards a consensus that the ‘rule’ based selection process adopted for IGF 2011 should be replicated and that issuing a report and giving feedback from the IGF 2011 meeting was a necessary pre-condition to be fulfilled. It was argued that more information on speakers, the style of the workshops and the number of panellist should be made clear in the workshop proposal.

13. There was broad support for the view that the MAG should implement the ‘rules’ in selecting workshops, but should only recommend mergers in exceptional cases.


14. The MAG devoted much time to a discussion over the areas that should be debated under each of the main themes. A formulation of the possible subjects that could be debated within each of the sub themes of the IGF2012 meeting is listed in Annex 1. It should be noted that this was an initial list created in the meeting, which is subject to review.

15. It was agreed that MAG working groups would be established to facilitate the review of the main sessions, the objectives and key questions.

The following MAG members volunteered to take the lead on the various thematic groups:

• IG4D – Fouad Bajwa  

• Emerging Issues – Bill Graham 

• Managing Critical Internet Resources – Jennifer Warren 

• Security, Openness and Privacy – Theresa Swinehart

• Access and Diversity – Ayesha Hassan 

• Taking Stock and the Way Forward – Romulo Neves 

17.
It was agreed that the next Open Consultations and MAG meeting would take place on 15-17 May during the WSIS Forum.
Annex 1: Potential areas of debate under each of the Main Sessions – as of 16 February 2012
INTERNET GOVERNANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE HUMAN, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

· [IG4D] / [PRINCIPLES] (FOUAD BAJWA)
1) A. 
INTERNET GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLES FRAMEWORK

2) B. 
BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
· FACILITATING PARTICIPATION FOR ALL IN THE INFORMATION SOCIETY AND KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY

· PROMOTING HUMAN, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

· CONTRIBUTING TO POVERTY ALLEVIATION

· INFRASTRUCTURE, INVESTMENT ISSUES

· SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY AND SERVICES 

3) [HOW TO HANDLE THE DIVERSITY OF NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK]
· EMERGING ISSUES (BILL GRAHAM)
1) MEASURES TO PROTECT INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN BALANCE WITH CREATIVITY INCENTIVES

2) TECHNICAL MEASURES AND USE OF INTERMEDIARIES AS INSTRUMENTS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND INTERMEDIARY SAFE HARBORS

3) ACCESS TO CONTENT, NEW MODELS, COMMON CHALLENGES AND HYBRID TELEVISION

4) USER GENERATED CONTENT: RELIABILTY AND RESPONSIBILITY

5) LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

6) CREATIVITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

7) INNOVATION ON THE INTERNET

8) INTERNET AND TRADITIONAL MEDIA FOR DISASTER RECOVERY AND MANAGEMENT

9) LOW COST MOBILE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET

10) THE NETWORKED INDIVIDUAL AND EXPANDED POWER OF FREEDOM



· MANAGING CRITICAL INTERNET RESOURCES (JENNIFER WARREN)
1) IXPs

2) [SMART GRIDS]
3) MIGRATION OF RESOURCES STARTING TO RUN OVER IP [MIGRATION OF RESOURCES]
4) INTERNET OF THINGS
5) SPECTRUM ALLOCATION FOR MOBILE SERVICES AND THE DIMENSION OF PUBLIC INTEREST


· [HUMAN RIGHTS:] SECURITY, OPENNESS AND PRIVACY [AND THEIR IMPACT ON HUMAN RIGHTS] (THERESA SWINEHART)
1) HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE INTERNET

2) FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION

3) LEGAL FRAMEWORK REGULATING FREE FLOW

4) [FILTERING]

5) FRAMEWORKS AND PRINCIPLES, 

6) INTERNET FRAGMENTATION

7) INFORMATION SUPPRESSION AND SURVEILLANCE

8) CROSS-BORDER DATA FLOW

9) ACCESS TO KNOWLEDGE

10) CYBERSECURITY, CYBERCRIME AND CLOUD COMPUTING

11) ONLINE CHILD PROTECTION

12) INTERACTION WITH INDUSTRY / COOPERATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR AND LAW ENFORCEMENT IN BALANCE WITH HUMAN RIGHTS
13) SAFEGUARDS

14) [INTERNET AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY] / [INTERNET AS A TOOL OF PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS]



· ACCESS AND DIVERSITY (AYESHA HASSAN)
1) ACCESS TO FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION AND [FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION] [HUMAN RIGHTS ]

2) [HUMAN RIGHTS], [FILTERING], [CONTROLLING / REGULATORY ISSUES]

3) MULTILINGUALISM

4) WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

5) LEGAL POLICY AND REGULATORY 

6)  [PARTICIPATION AND INCLUSION] PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

7) OPEN DATA AND RELATED POLICIES

8) INTERNET IMPACT ON YOUTH

9) YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN INTERNET GOVERNANCE

10) HYPERCONECTIVITY AND INDIVIDUALS

11) [HOW TO HANDLE THE DIVERSITY OF NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK]
12) HOW CAN WE DELIVER ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES?

13) [FRAMEWORKS AND PRINCIPLES]

14) [PUBLIC KEY INFRASTRUCTURE – PKI]

15) [INSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION ON ELIMINATION OF THE DIGITAL GAP BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD COUNTRIES]

16) [INNOVATION IN SPECTRUM TECHNOLOGY – IMPLICATIONS FOR ACCESS]


· TAKING STOCK AND THE WAY FORWARD (ROMULO NEVES)
1) WHO SETS THE RULES FOR THE INTERNET?

2) IMPACT OF INTERNET REGULATION ON TRADITIONAL MEDIA

3) ACTIVISM AND THE INTERNET

4) SYNTHESIS OF THE EVENT [SYNTHESISES OF THE EVENT]
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