PREPARATORY MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN FGI, 2011 NAIROBI 
Brazzaville, 10 and August 11, 2011 
  
Context 


In view of the participation of Central Africa in the Global Forum on Internet Governance in Nairobi (FGI 2011), the Congolese chapter of the Internet Society (ISOC Congo), the NGO CACSUP and the Ministry Congolese Posts and Telecommunications in charge of New Technologies organized the forum on the nternet Governance in Central Africa (IGF-AC 2011). The meeting took place from August 10 to 11 in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo. 


Purpose of meeting 
-Make a point on the issues of Internet governance, 
-How the current situation on the process of IM in the sub-region 
-Collect and harmonize the views of all stakeholders in order to publish and possibly present at the IGF in Kenya. 
The (IGF-AC 2011) was organized with the support of the Global ISOC, ICANN, the European Union via DiploFoundation and the Congolese government. 


Objectives 


The main objective of FGIAC was to review the burning issues related to Internet governance. The Forum brought together all stakeholders: governments, private sector and civil society entities in Central Africa sub-region (except regrettable Central African Republic and Gabon, and in the absence of representatives of DR Congo  Government of strongly concerned or involved in this sub-region). 

The preparatory meeting in Brazzaville, among other objectives were to present the experiences of countries in the sub-region to take stock of progress and gaps in the process of integration of the Internet as an engine of development in our countries respective difficulties in managing the Internet at the Central African sub-region. 

The Forum explored the issues relevant to the issues to be raised at the meeting in Nairobi with a particular focus on the specific situation in the sub-region according to the themes developed here during the course of the work. 


Participation 


The IGF-AC 2011 was attended by delegates from the following countries: 
Congo Brazzaville, Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Chad globally 101 participants. Also note the participation of some ICT specialists who were specially invited to share their experiences and views with stakeholders in Central Africa. These are mainly Pierre Dandjinou, ICT expert and Chairman of dot africa Task Force   for the African Union, and Koffi Fabrice Djossou Domain Name Registry for Africa (ARC), Michel Tchonang of Cameroon for the presentation of the CAB project .


Opening Works 


The proceedings were opened by Alain Didier Ndalla in his capacity as National Director of New Technologies and representative of the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, responsible for New Technologies. 


Conduct of Work 


The work of FGIAC took place according to the following program: 


Day of August 10, 2011: 


Opening of the Forum by the Representative of the Congolese Minister of ICT 


Presentations 


-Internet & the New Economy by John Philemon KISSANGOU (Congo) Congolese President Chapter of ISOC, CACSUP Coordinator, Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the IGF-AC (2009.20010 & 2011) 


-Broadband Networks (Backbone) Fiber Optic in Central Africa (Achievements and projects) by Luc MISSIDIMBAZI, President of the NGO and Pratica, coordinator of CAB project-CG, Luc was seconded by Mr. Michel TCHONONG, delegate of Cameroon who presented the situation of broadband networks in Cameroon. 


-IGF WSIS process by Pierre Dandjinou (Benin), ICT experts and member of the African Internet community 


-Critical resources, Internet Exchange Point, and local content by Patrice NOUMAZALAYI (Congo), CEO of Airnet (ISP) 


-ccTLD: situation in the subregion and challenges and benefits of new gTLDs (DotAFRICA) for Africa Baudouin SCHOMBE (DRC) and Fabrice KOFFI (Benin) 
Day 11 August 2010 


- Cybersecurity, by Serge-Perfect GOMA (Congo), Member of the Congolese chapter of ISOC, Technical Manager of the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie. 


- Introduction to Congolese politics in electronic governance (EGOUV.CG) by Alain Ndalla (Congo), National Director of New Technologies. 


- E-strategy (e-justice, e-policy, e-Diplomacy, child protection and gender by Wilfrid Ngoyi Nzambi (Congo), Project Manager ISOC Congo, Jean Thibaut Ngoyi (Congo), Head of Communication to the NGO AZURDEV, Audrey and Annette KOUAMBA MATONDO Zita Mitat. 


Conclusion 


After the work that has provoked much discussion, the participants formulated conclusions and recommendations: 


Presentation 1: Internet and the New Economy 


This presentation highlighted the correlation between the Internet and socio-economic development. The speaker dwelt on the new economy made possible by the Internet, especially broadband. He stressed the fact that an e-strategy formulated by the government and effective regulation can create conditions permissive for the internet is a definite contribution to the development of countries, communities see individuals. 


Identified problems 
In the end of this presentation, the following issues were identified: 


-The existence of the correlation found between the Internet and full development 
-Low communication on the correlation between internet links, and 'good' governance on the one hand, and our real needs of developing other 
-Lack of comprehensive policies and weak regulatory framework on issues of ICT / Internet in the countries of Central Africa. 


Recommendations 
Participants in connection with the presentation made the following 

recommendations: 
-to encourage all stakeholders to communicate the global economy supported by the Internet 


-to encourage governments to develop e-strategies and strengthen regulatory frameworks in the ICT sector to promote broadband deployment and implementation of access and universal service. 


Presentation 2: Broadband Networks (Fiber Optic Backbones in Central Africa (achievements and projects) 


Reference was made to present the broadband network projects underway in the subregion, including the component connection to the backbone via international projects for submarine cables. 
The discussion that followed the presentation raised a great contrast between the willingness of policymakers to provide the sub-region of interconnected networks and the disparity with which each country produces its own networks. 
  

Problems identified 


-Disparity in the conduct of infrastructure projects 
-Lack of sub-regional coordination in the implementation of ICT policies 
-Absence of a common platform for discussion and coordination of various projects of the broadband network. 
-Lack of multi-sectoral planning and according to the rules of the network of sub-regional development plan and general infrastructure (roads, railways, electricity, ...) sub-regional. 
  
Recommendations 


-Advocacy for policy harmonization sub-regional deployment of ICT infrastructure 
Lobbying the political sub-regional advocacy for the installation of broadband infrastructure in our country 


-Establish or strengthen the regulatory framework specific to the broadband at the country level and at Community level. 

Presentation 3: WSIS Process & IGF Pierre Dandjinou (Benin), ICT experts and member of the African Internet community. 


The WSIS process remains misunderstood by many Africans. Central Africa is no exception to this observation pointed to the presenter. He showed that the bulk of the problem here was not only to popularize the WSIS, but its recommendations to materialize. The presenter also emphasized the importance of the IGF in Nairobi who was once again on African soil. 
The main recommendation of this presentation is the continuation of FGIAC and its capacity for more active participation of the private sector as well. 
  
Presentation 4: Critical Resources, Internet Exchange Point Internet and local content 


This explored the situation of scarce resources of the Internet, interconnection networks via Internet exchange point and internet content in the sub-region. 
  
Problems identified 


-Lack of Internet Exchange Points (IXP) in almost all countries in the subregion 
-No if not insignificance of Internet content sub-regional 
-Absence of an exchange point sub-regional 
-Lack of enforcement of policies in our countries management of scarce resources established at the international 


Recommendations 


-to encourage the establishment of an Internet exchange point in each of the sub-region and sub-regional level. 
-to encourage the production of Internet content to make more visible the sub-region on the web 

Presentation 5: The State of ccTLD in Central African countries and the benefits of new gTLDs in Africa. 


This was much more concerned Congo Brazzaville as it remains one of the few countries that do not directly manage its ccTLD, the. Cg. 


Problems identified 


Weakness in action for the re-delegation of ccTLDs Congo. Cg 
Here, apart from the recommendations, clarification was given by Alain Ndalla, Director of New Technologies of Congo Brazzaville: 
-There was a team that was set up by the Minister of Telecommunications to work on the issue. Cg. This team has benefited from technical advice to ICANN. The commission eventually set up a management structure of the field. Cg. This is the Congolese Association of Internet Naming in Cooperation (ACNIC) which the Board is already functional, it has reassured the participants of the impending implementation of the management structure of the ACNIC. 
-After following the presentation of the dot Africa project and discussed the issue, the forum has approved the project by serving on expectations that the project be managed as presented to the community. 

6 Presentation: Cybersecurity 


This presentation has tried to show the character in the security in cyberspace. Here the challenges are enormous in the context of exponential growth of ICT and the Internet in particular. The presenter outlined the security paradigms by showing the complexity of issues and proposing some solutions. 


Problems identified 


-Lack of general awareness on the issue of cyber security 
-Lack of policy on cyber security 
-Lack of qualified specialists in the 
-Weakness in the sub-regional coordination on the issue of cyber security 


Recommendations 


-Establishing a framework for sharing experiences on cybersecurity at the national and subregional levels. 
-to initiate projects to start cyber security in our respective countries. 


Presentation 7: Congolese politics in electronic governance (EGOUV.CG) 


For this presentation, Congo Brazzaville, as host country wanted to share the new ICT policy that integrates all areas of national activity. This policy (e-gouv.cg) aims to provide the Congo with an e-government to enable it to better face the challenges of development. Here, instead of the issues and recommendations, the participants welcomed the willingness of the Congo to reduce digital divide and dock firmly to new technologies. The participants congratulated and encouraged the Congolese government while inviting other countries in the sub-region to follow suit if they would not again. 


Presentation 8: E-strategy (e-justice, e-policy, e-Diplomacy, child protection and gender 


This presentation reviewed several issues related to the transversality of the Internet and its impact on all other areas of human activity. The presentations focused on a sample of areas in the context of the Internet. Participants understand that the Internet can be helpful in all our activities of daily living (health, education, employment, government etc ...). Thus, our countries should each went in the direction to initiate and implement an e-strategy. 

Problems identified 


-Lack of e-strategy in many of our countries, or non-application thereof for those countries that have a. 
-Lack of training for agents 
 - Failure to take account of diplomacy electronic revolutionizing the world of international relations. 
-Lack of a legal framework for protecting virtual child 


Recommendations 


to encourage the inclusion of the dimension in our e-strategy development policies 
  

The next IGF-AC in 2012 in Cameroon. 

Done in Brazzaville, 20 August 2010

Le rapporteur général

Wilfrid NGOYI NZAMBA

(english version given by Baudouin SCHOMBE)

