Honourable Mme. Sherry Ayittey
Chairperson
UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development

His Exellency Mr. Frederic Riehl,

Vice Chairperson,

UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development

Dear Ms. Ayittey and Mr. Riehl,
Thank you for undertaking the IGF review process.
We have learned from a word of mouth that the membership of the CSTD Working Group on IGF will be only selected by Government representatives and no Civil Society, Private Sector, Science and Technical Community members are included. 

First of all, it is so unbelievable that we need to confirm if that is true or not. We hope it is not.
Yet, in the unfortunate event that it is so decided, we, undersigned, would like to express our strong concern to that decision which is apparently in violation with Tunis Agenda, para 37, 72, 73, 76, 78, 80, 83, 97,105, and 108 both in letter and spirit.

The ECOSOC resolution 2010/2 in July, the Chair’s Summary of Vilnius IGF consultation and the Chair’s tentative road map all clearly indicates that the Working Group will employ multi-stakeholder composition, modality and work method.

As the Chair’s Summary says:
It was stressed by many participants that the multi-stakeholder character and inclusive spirit and principles of the IGF have been successful and should continue to guide the composition, modalities and working methods of the CSTD Working Group on the IGF.
Thus, it was emphasised by a large number of interventions that it was essential that the working Group be composed of a balanced number of representatives from all stakeholders - governments, civil society and the private sector. 
A majority of stakeholders welcomed the Chair’s suggestion to use the model of the UN Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG), which was set up in the aftermath of the 2003 Geneva phase of WSIS “in an open and inclusive manner” 
In this context, we are very much concerned that the WG composition is not in fact as open and inclusive and non-governmental stakeholders (civil society, Business and Internet technical community) will be excluded from the WG membership at all.

In our respectful view, this does not amount to the open and inclusive consultation called for by ECOSOC, but rather is an improper intergovernmental consultation. Non-governmental stakeholders are critical to the continued development and the success of building the people-centered Information Society. The exculsion runs counter to the WSIS principle including that "The international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations.”  We emphasise “full”, not partial. 
We do not understand why this radical and negative shift was suddenly brought in; we do not accept it; but we do request that this be reversed completely, even if that will require some additional time.

We call for all government members who are our equal partner in pursuit of the IGF improvement, to wake-up, examine the unwanted consequence of this ill proposal, and work out to the adequate solution that satisfies all stakeholders.
We are also very concerned that participation to both Dec 14 CSTD Open Consultation on Enhanced Cooperation and Dec 17 CSTD WG meeting are limited only to organizations in consultative status with ECOSOC and WSIS accredited entities. At past IGF meetings and consultations, there have been no such restrictions and all non-governmental organizations and individuals with due registration could participate.
Again, we don’t understand why it is now limited to the accreditation which was done more than five years ago in the case of WSIS, and also rather restrictive ECOSOC accreditation holders. This effectively gives extra handicap to the WG’s output quality as they will lose good portion of active players who do not have those credentials but have made significant contributions to the IGF so far and will provide tremendous lessons and observations necessary for the meaningful improvement of the IGF to come. 
You may have underestimated the consequence of your decision and our reaction. We caution you: if this trend continues, it will lead not to the improvement, but rather, un-improvement and destruction of IGF and also WSIS. 
We look forward to receiving your response in due course.

--
Signed by:
The Internet Governance Caucus, the Internet Society (ISOC), the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) …….  Many more to join
