[image: image4.wmf]F

a

c

t

sheet



page 2/2

	[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]




	Council of Europe 
multi-stakeholder conference
to examine alternative futures in international Internet-related public policy
18 and 19 April 2011
Strasbourg, France

Internet’s universality and openness is an essential condition for the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and information globally. Decisions relating to the management of the Internet are likely to have a bearing on fundamental rights and freedoms. The borderless nature of the Internet infrastructure and its decentralised management beg the question of how to address the challenges to its universality and openness through international cooperation. 
Following the IGF discussions in Vilnius, the Council of Europe body responsible for developing media and information society policy has decided to work on a set of Internet governance principles to be included in a political statement of the organisation. It is also examining ways of international cooperation to preserve the ongoing functioning of the Internet.

What are the most viable options for international action? Decentralised and unpredictable development of standards by corporations and civil society, lobbies and bureaucrats or traditional treaty making? What architecture for participation and deliberation? Who are the stewards or facilitators of multi-stakeholder dialogue? What are the opportunities and the risks?
How to ensure impact? How to balance efficacy and accountability? What outputs in terms of international policy? How can we construct globally applicable solutions?
The Council of Europe will invite representatives of governments, the private sector and civil society to discuss these issues in an open conference. Invitations will be issued in due course.
The Council of Europe is an international political organisation, which brings together over 800 million citizens from 47 countries, making up an entire democratic continent. In its work based on intergovernmental cooperation, the Council of Europe seeks to promote democracy, the rule of law and human rights. Its permanent headquarters are in Strasbourg, France. www.coe.int
***

47 member states: Albania

 HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_an.asp" \l "TopOfPage" \t "_top" 
, Andorra

 HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_ar.asp" \l "TopOfPage" \t "_top" 
, Armenia

 HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_au.asp" \l "TopOfPage" \t "_top" 
, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia

 HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_fi.asp" \l "TopOfPage" \t "_top" 
. Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom.
***

The European Convention on Human Rights is an international treaty under which the member States of the Council of Europe promise to secure fundamental civil and political rights, not only to their own citizens but also to everyone within their jurisdiction. The Convention, which was signed on 4 November 1950 in Rome, entered into force in 1953. The rights and freedoms secured by the Convention include the right to life, the right to a fair hearing, the right to respect for private and family life, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the protection of property. 
For more information please contact:

Elvana Thaçi

Tel.  + 33 (0) 3 90 21 56 98

Fax. + 33 (0) 3 88 41 27 05

E-mail: elvana.thaci@coe.int
Internet: www.coe.int/media
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