JUNE 30 2010
Consular General,

BP 83609

44036 Nantes Cedex 1

FRANCE

Dear Sir,

APPEAL AGAINST THE DECISION OF REFUSAL OF  VISAS BY THE CONSULATE GENERAL DE FRANCE LAGOS WITHOUT ANY REASON FOR SUCH DECISION AGAINST PETERS OSAWARU OMORAGBON, AND REASONS FOR ADEFOLAKE ADEWUNMI AND MARLEY OGBEBOR REFUSAL UNSUBSTANTIATED.
I write in exercising the privilege accorded me under ‘articles D211-5 a D211-10’ (Code of Entry and Stay of Aliens and Asylum) which is in accordance with French Law in this respect.

On the 24th June 2010, I submitted applications for Visa to France for THREE MEMBERS of Nurses Across the Borders Humanitarian Initiative Inc. (USA & NIGERIA)-an NGO on Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations-ECOSOC, and the FOCAL POINT NGO for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change-UNFCCC in Nigeria. (See Appendix 1, 2) The members are:
· Pastor Peters Osawaru OMORAGBON-Executive President/CEO-Passport. Number: A00445667
· Mr. Marley Aimuamwosa OGBEBOR-Project Officer-Passport Number: A3731626A
· Ms. Adefolake Deborah ADEWUNMI-Director Gender Issues-Passport Number: A01903731
The Visa Applications were at the instance of the invitation by Mr. Franck BARRAU-Secretary General to the 4TH WORLD FORUM ON HUMAN RIGHTS,-World Forum on Human Rights-International Permanent Secretariat Human and Local Governments, 34, Rue Foure-4400 Nantes (France). E-mail: secretariat@spidh.org
(See Appendix 3, 3a, 3b) The sum of Sixteen Thousand, Six Hundred and Fifteen Naira only (N16,615.00) was paid by each applicant for the Visa Application and processing making a total sum of Forty Nine Thousand, Eight Hundred and Forty Five Naira Only (N49,845.00) for the three of us. 
I submitted the application as a Group Application as the Executive President/CEO.

As part of the application process, a Ninety Euro (E90.00) was paid as advance deposit to confirm our hotel booking with Hotel Campanille Fresnes, 30/32 avenua de la, Division Leclerc, Paris, 94260, France for Six days stay. (See Appendix 4)
Sadly enough, on 29 June 2010 at about 6pm, I received a telephone text alert from +334455667 telling us to come collect our ‘processed visa applications’. By 30th June, I was at the Visa Application center to collect the passports.

SHOCKINGLY, the three passports were returned and our visa applications REFUSED. What was very baffling was while TWO LETTERS TITTLED: STANDARD FORM FOR NOTIFYING AND MOTIVATING REFUSAL, ANNULMENT OR REVOCATION OF A VISA was issued to Ms. ADEFOLAKE and Mr. OGBEBOR respectively with Ref. No. 2010-195666/vi and 2010-195664/Vi, NONE WAS GIVEN TO ME STATING THE REFUSAL FOR MY VISA APPLICATION! (See Appendix 5 & 5a)
There were NINE GROUNDS upon which a decision for refusal could be based. But only TWO- ‘8 and 9’ were adduced for refusing the visa applications for Ms. ADEFOLAKE and Mr. OGBEBOR. None was given in my own case till date.
We challenged BOTH grounds on the following premise:

· Ground 8: the information submitted regarding the justification for the purpose and conditions of the intended stay was not reliable:  APPEAL: Appendix 3, 3a, 3b above and attached can be verified from the Secretariat of the World Forum on Human Rights, based in Nantes France. Unless, the French Embassy in Lagos is claiming that, the organizers together with UNICEF were fakes and are fraudulent with their letters of invitation and confirmation. No confirmation enquiry was carried out from the Organizers by the Embassy in Lagos before arriving at their conclusion above.
· Ground 9: your intention to leave the territory of the Member States before the expiry of the visa could not be ascertained. APPEAL: This is wrong as we attached a CONFIRMED FLIGHT TICKET with arrival and departure, (See Appendix 6) together with our hotel bookings as contained in Appendix 4 above and attached. Also included was fully paid Travelers’ Insurance for the period of our stay. Apart from me, Peters OMORAGBON, who had a paid ONE YEAR Travelers’ Insurance as Frequent Traveler, the other two members had theirs for 10 days. (See Appendix 7) ABOVE THIS, IS THE FACT THAT, PETERS OSAWARU OMORAGBON, is a confirmed frequent traveler to Europe, Asia, and the United States of America. I have been issued THRICE with France Visa, 6 months multiple Visas by the German Embassy in Lagos, which in fact expired December 2009 and was renewed by the Danish Embassy in Bangkok for another Six Months which expired June 30 2010! Aside this was the fact, contained in my Passport- valid multiple Shengen Visas by the Danish Embassy expired June 30 2010, United Kingdom Visa which expires in 2011, and United States of America Visa expiring 2011!
· I have been in and out of Europe a record 30 times within the last Three Years, and the USA for almost 12 times, and other countries, attending and representing my organization at every major UN Organized events! So, I see no reason why we could not possibly leave France at the expiration of our visas, when I have visited France more than five times within the last three years. Please, see copies of the various visas contained Appendix 8- 15.
· Since the France Consular in Lagos had NO REASON given to have refused my visa, as NO LETTER WAS ADDRESSED TO ME TILL DATE, the refusal of my visa application should be nullified and I be called to be issued with my France Shengen Visa without further delay.

I wish to therefore request your Excellency to please review the Decision made by the Embassy in Lagos and give a favourable consideration to this appeal and rescind the decision to refuse the other visa applications for the remaining two members. This refusal (if not rescinded) will in no small measure create a very bad image on our organization as it could influence the decisions of other European Countries in the future, should we apply, now that, Europe is working towards a Unified System of Government.

Trusting in your understanding cooperation as we forge ahead towards a global world of peace, collaboration and cooperation devoid of suspicions and discrimination.

For: Nurses Across the Borders Humanitarian Initiative Inc. (USA & NIGERIA)

Pastor Peters Osawaru OMORAGBON

Executive President/CEO

Tel: 234-805658024, 234-8135345583, 234-7025717231

E-mail:petersomoragbon2@yahoo.co.uk, nursesacrosstheborders@yahoo.com
URL: www.nursesacrosstheborders.org
