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Thank you Mr. Chairman, distinguished panelists and participants.

This is the 3rd meeting of the CSTD that deals with WSIS follow up. The post-WSIS clock is ticking. Soon it will be 5 years since governments agreed on the Tunis Agenda, and 7 since the adoption of the Geneva Principles and Action Plan. The United Nations is planning a comprehensive WSIS review in 2015.

While much has been achieved, we have to ask if it has been enough, and if those of us involved in WSIS follow-up have contributed adequately.  The CSTD needs to ask this question in a systematic manner, using the outcomes of Geneva and Tunis as its frame of reference.

Recent trends means that the need for international leadership in our sector is even greater than it was before. 

While developing countries are progressively taking on board WSIS outcomes by integrating the use of ICTs into national social and economic  development policy, many development agencies, including bilateral donor institutions, are de-emphasising ICT for development and social equality. Add  this the effect of the resent downturn in the global economy, and the consequences for local actors are enormous.

For civil society and community organisations who are mobilising the power of ICTs for development, and social and gender equality – often in partnership with government and local business -  the resulting lack of financial support has meant that much successful work is being discontinued   and that the scale of local projects, of research and learning, is decreasing rather than increasing.

With regard to proceedings of this 12th session of the CSTD: As said by previous speakers, changes in technology is making meeting the challenges of WSIS follow-up and implementation easier, and many examples of this will be discussed here later this week.

However, the CSTD, and national governments, should also consider the

fundamental building blocks for an inclusive information society without which such examples will remain just that: examples, with the over all status quo of digital exclusion not changing.

These fundamental building blocks are are clearly defined in the WSIS outcomes. For example:

· an enabling policy and regulatory environment that provides an effective balance between regulating in the public interest, and easing entry for private sector innovation and entrepreneurship;

· access to infrastructure, which, as pointed out clearly during the 11th session of the CSTD in 2008 requires, in spite of the explosion in access to mobile telephony, stable and affordable national and regional broadband backbone which will serve as a platform for last-mile solutions, innovation, knowledge sharing and the development of content and applications that address local needs;

· human capacity development; ultimately it is people that create development not devices. Without substantial investment in human capacity development the WSIS goals will not be met;

· financial mechanisms, particularly for providing support for national, local, and community-based public interest initiatives;

· adherence to the WSIS principles, especially those that relate to the importance of human rights and multi-stakeholder participation in WSIS follow-up and implementation. Application of these principles have been uneven. 

· Within the context of international WSIS-follow-up many  platforms and events have included multiple stakeholders, but,  only the IGF (Internet Governance Forum) has systematically enabled non-governmental actors to be involved in agenda-setting. It is also, thus far, also the only forum that has produced self-organised regional and national multi-stakeholder sister-forums.

· At national level multi-stakeholder participation has increased enormously, but it is still not the norm. We need, by now, to have reached a point where all national governments include civil society and industry associations in their delegations at international events as a matter of course.

· With regard to human rights, in many countries, both from the developed and developing worlds, freedom of information is increasingly perceived as a threat, rather than as a driver for learning and innovation and more transparent and accountable governance.

The value of international forums such as the CSTD is often questioned. In APC's experience they can be immensely valuable, but only if they create concrete linkages between the global and the national levels; between people; and between discussion and action.

This session of the CSTD is not like any other public conference on ICT for development that presents success stories, as encouraging as those stories are. It is a space meant to comprehensively review implementation of decisions that governments agreed to in 2003 and in 2005.

Let us keep that in mind this week. 

Wishing you all constructive and productive deliberations.

Thank you

