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Summary of Conclusions

6th Meeting of the UNDESA-GAID Steering Committee

24 September 2008, 8:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

United Nations Headquarters, New York

I. Introduction

The 6th meeting of the UNDESA-GAID Steering Committee of the Global Alliance for ICT and Development (UNDESA-GAID) was held on 24 September 2008, from 8:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. The list of members who attended the meeting is in Annex I.

The meeting opened with introductory remarks by Mr. Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Craig Barrett, Chairman of the Global Alliance and Chairman of the Board of Intel Corporation, and Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).


Mr. Sha thanked the members for their commitment and support for the work of UNDESA-GAID and observed that the 2008-2009 Work Programme will contribute to fostering policy dialogue; raising awareness and advocacy; networking and partnership-building; and sharing experiences and lessons-learned on ICTD. Mr. Barrett, in his remarks, said that ICT will continue to play a critical role in promoting economic development and poverty reduction. He underscored the importance of education as a driving force for development. Dr. Touré expressed his support for the 2008-2009 Work Programme, commended Mr. Barrett for his leadership, and thanked the Secretariat for reflecting comments by members and the outcome of the Kuala Lumpur meeting of the Steering Committee and fine-tuning the document. 

The Chairman, Mr. Craig Barrett, proposed that the Committee adopt the provisional agenda, as submitted. The provisional agenda was adopted (Annex II).

II. Summary of Discussion

Mr. Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, UNDESA-GAID Secretariat, gave an overview of the 2008-2009 Work Programme that was developed following the guidance of the Steering Committee in its meeting in Kuala Lumpur. He recalled the principal mission of the Alliance which is it to respond to the need and demand for an inclusive global forum and platform for dialogue on the use of ICT for enhancing the achievement of internationally-agreed development goals, including the MDGs.

The work programme focuses on the four pillars of access, connectivity, education and content. Its activities have been streamlined and consolidated. Mr. Khan emphasized that GAID will use its full UN convening power on occasions where it can add maximum value. It will continue to provide partnership support for its Flagship Partnership Initiatives (Connect the World, Open Training Platform, Telecentre.org, Cyber Development Corps, and G3ICT), as well as programmes and initiatives of GAID members so these can benefit from the partnership of the Alliance. Its main events for the biennium include: the Private Sector Forum on MDGs and Food Sustainability; a multi-stakeholder panel, to be organized with the International Chamber of Commerce during the Financing for Development Conference in Doha; multi-stakeholder panels in ECOSOC and CSTD during the WSIS week; and the Annual Global Forum in Monterrey, Mexico.

The Global Alliance will showcase top programmes, promote best practices, and foster the exchange of experiences. A new GAID website will also be launched in October. Utilizing the latest social networking tools, the website will have the capacity to strengthen linkages among the GAID governing bodies and will feature dedicated spaces for them. It will also be integrated with the powerful United Nations Public Administration Network and will benefit from UNPAN’s tools and technologies.


Following the presentation by Mr. Khan of the work programme, Mr. Barrett moderated the discussion among the members. The main highlights of the discussion are summarized below:

· Members agreed to highlight initiatives which demonstrate the value of multi-stakeholder partnerships, including public-private partnerships. In showcasing top programmes and best practices, gender component should be highlighted and promoted. 

· Members agreed that GAID continue to play a catalytic role and support the strategic role of the private sector in providing access and connectivity. GAID should send the message that there is a strong business case for the private sector to invest in ICT for development initiatives in poor countries.

· Maintenance and continuous updating are crucial to making the GAID website relevant and engaging. A decentralized approach, in which content contribution can be done by GAID members and partners, will be used in the website maintenance. Consideration will also be given to users from developing countries with low bandwidth.

· Committee members recognized the need to make the GAID website available in other languages, which may involve the use of translation softwares and volunteers.

· Members agreed on having a systematic and concrete follow-up of the GAID events and to link ICT in strategic solutions to emerging issues such as climate change and food crisis.
· ITU requested that the FPI on Connect Africa be renamed to Connect the World

· A brief presentation was made by Mr. Khan outlining the funding situation for the Global Alliance. While some pledges and contributions are expected for the coming year, a shortfall of close to $500,000 will require invigorated fundraising. He encouraged Steering Committee members to contribute to the core budget and recommended approaching Strategy Council members as well.

· Mr. Gerolf Weigel, SDC, reported that the on-going reorganization of SDC and refocusing of its priorities may lead to less emphasis and resources for supporting ICTD multilateral initiatives, including GAID.

· Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Special Advisor to United Nations Secretary-General, addressed the Steering Committee and spoke about technology and its transformative role in poverty alleviation. Recognizing that a market-based approach to the problems of the poor is not enough, he called on the Steering Committee to work towards making the benefits of technology available to the world’s poor.

· Members recognized that that there are multiple models to tackle development problems in local communities, and that the challenge is identifying the best solution suited to local conditions.

· Mr. Khan referred the members to the key messages, stemming from the WSIS outcome documents and recommendations by Chairman Craig Barrett at the “UN Meets Silicon Valley” event in February 2007, that Steering Committee may wish to consider as a basis for discussion, to advance, in the context of ICTD, during the Private Sector Forum on MDGs and Food Sustainability in the afternoon.

III. Decisions and Conclusions

· Steering Committee approved the adoption of the 2008-2009 Work Programme. Members agreed that GAID’s focus has now become clearer and the important task ahead is to implement what is laid out in the document.

· Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, TAGO, and Mr. Ramon Garza, Indigo Media, offered their companies’ services to improve the GAID website, enable it to take advantage of the latest Web 2.0 technologies, and translate content to other languages.

· Dr. Touré, Mr. Abu-Ghazaleh and Mr. Garza also agreed to collaborate in refining a proposal that seeks to promote digital literacy and connectivity among public schools, particularly in developing countries.

· GAID will organize an ICT track during the CIVICUS World Assembly in Montreal in 2009.
· Members agreed approaching Strategy Council and Committee members to contribute to the core budget of GAID. They also noted that GAID should expand its donor base. The GAID Secretariat will work with Steering Committee members on their suggestions on new funding sources to be approached. Intel and GAID Secretariat will also work closely to see how to meet the funding requirements.
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United Nations Headquarters, New York

Agenda
	8:15 – 8:30
	Opening

Welcome by Mr. Sha Zukang, Under Secretary-General, UNDESA

Introductory Remarks by Mr. Craig Barrett, Chairman, UNDESA-GAID
Remarks by Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General, ITU


	8:30 – 8:45
	Presentation by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs on the Millennium Development Goals



	8:45 – 9:00


	PowerPoint Presentation on the UNDESA-GAID Work Programme for 2008-2009, including overview of the financial situation


	9:00 – 9:30
	Discussion and Approval of UNDESA-GAID Work Programme for 2008-2009

(led by Mr. Craig Barrett)



	9:30 – 9:45


	Presentation of the new UNDESA-GAID website by the Secretariat



	9:45 – 10:15
	Interactive Discussion on the theme of the United Nations Private Sector Forum on the MDGs and Food Sustainability (led by Mr. Craig Barrett)
The session is also aimed at crystallizing key messages that members will convey to the “UN Private Sector Forum on the Millennium Development Goals and Food Sustainability” to be held in the afternoon of 24 September 2008.


	10:15


	Closing Remarks by Mr. Craig Barrett


