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    Tunis Science City





International Academy 
       of Astronautics
Organize the
1st  Mediterranean Astronautics Conference
17 – 19 November 2008, Tunis, TUNISIA

Theme

SHARED EXPLOITATION OF SPACE APPLICATIONS
Under the patronage of the Tunisian Minister of Higher Education,
Scientific Research & Technology

AIM OF THE CONFERENCE

The Tunis Science City (CST) and the International Academy of Astronautics (IAA), with the contribution of the Tunisian Association of Communication & Space sciences (ATUCOM), are pleased to jointly hold the 1st Mediterranean Astronautics Conference with the main theme of “Shared Exploitation of Space Applications” from November 17 to 19, 2008 in Tunis. 

The aim of the conference, which will be held in the framework of the celebration of third anniversary of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS), is to contribute to bridging the technological gap by the use of space technologies and to develop partnerships in the field of space applications in the Mediterranean area.

The program will cover space technology development, Space Communications, Earth observation sciences and related technologies, Basic Space applications, and bridging the digital gap. A round table will be held, to discuss what space applications can bring to the implementation of WSIS recommendations.
CONFERENCE VENUE  
The conference will be held at the Tunis Science City, in Tunis (Tunisia).

Being the most important center of the popularization of science in Tunisia, the Tunis Science City offers, in addition to its agreeable environment, large indoor and outdoor spaces, entirely dedicated to scientific culture.
The Conference will be hosted in a large auditorium, endowed with state-of-the art technology (atmosphere and scenic lighting, video projectors, interpretation rooms, etc…)

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE

English will be the working language of the conference. Simultaneous translation could be provided. 
MAIN TOPICS

·  Sustainable development and spatial technologies
· Cooperation in satellite applications between Mediterranean Countries 

· Bridging the digital gap by use of satellite technologies
· Application of satellite communications in Remote Education
· Astronautical applications of common interest (Environment, Natural resources & hazards, desertification, Water conservancy, Health etc…)
· Applications of satellite navigation 
· Space applications and technology transfer
· The spatial technologies for a dialogue between civilisations and cultures

· Policies and laws on satellites and satellite applications
· Space culture dissemination (popularisation) in the Mediterranean area
In addition to the plenary sessions, parallel / poster sessions, will take place during the conference days.
CALL FOR PAPERS
The conference will provide a forum for debating topics related to the main theme, "Shared Exploitation of Space Applications". Papers in the fields of the conference Sub-themes are expected.

FORMAT

An abstract of a maximum of 500 words will be expected to be received no later than June 30, 2008. Abstracts must be written in English on a single A4 page with the paper title, Author’s name, e-mail address, affiliation and complete postal address. Abstracts should be submitted in Microsoft Word (10 points Times New Roman) and with bolded headings. Authors are requested to send their abstracts by e-mail or by Fax.
Registration Fees

	
	Before September 30
	After September 30
	On site 

	IAA Member
	150 €
	200 €
	250 €

	Non IAA Member
	200 €
	250 €
	300 €

	Students & accompanying persons
	100 €
	125 €
	150 €


The registration fees include a welcome pack, a programme brochure, lunches, coffee breaks, a Gala Diner, and Technical tours.

Important timelines
· Submission of abstracts : …
June 30, 2008
· Acceptance of abstracts :……
September 1st, 2008
· Early Registration : …………………
September 30, 2008
· Full papers submission : ………
October 15, 2008

Hotel Accommodation 
Block reservation for the conference delegates has been made in Several Hotels (4 & 5 stars) in city center. Shuttle service will be provided during the conference.

Low cost accommodation for students will be provided (Science City guest house).
Technical Tours :
· Visit to "Mars Destination" exhibition at Tunis Science City's temporary exhibitions hall
· Visit to El Ghazala Technopole 
Post conference Tours : November 20, 2008 
· Tour 1 : Guided tour in Carthage – Sidi Bousaïd (half a day) 
· Tour 2 : Guided tour in the Bardo Museum (half a day)
· Tour 3 : Guided tour in Kairouan & Hammamet : (one day, lunch included)

Contact :

Secretariat of the conference : (contact person: Mrs. Raoudha Chaabane)

Cité des Sciences à Tunis - Boulevard 7 Novembre – 1080 Tunis

Tel : (+216) 71 75 34 15

Fax: (+216) 71 76 77 77
E-mail: Medspace.conference@topnet.tn
Medspace.conference@cst.rnu.tn
Web : www.cst.rnu.tn 



�





�


ogo











