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08 May 2008 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

In online discussions within the UNDESA-GAID constituency, members of the Global Alliance 
stressed the importance of further engaging the broader ICT for Development community in an open 
manner. They also recommended more outreach in existing ICT for Development venues to inform the 
community about UNDESA-GAID and its activities, noting that the cluster of events on WSIS follow-
up presented an excellent opportunity to report on the outcome of the UNDESA-GAID Global Forum 
on Connectivity and Access and Least Developed Countries and Small Islands Developing States in 
Asia-Pacific and on Innovative Financing Mechanisms for ICT for Development, that would have just 
taken place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
 
In this context, we are pleased to invite you to participate in the Open Consultation on the UNDESA 
Global Alliance for ICT and Development hosted by the International Telecommunication Union, 
which will be held on 27 May 2008, 15:00 – 18:00, in Room A, ITU Headquarters, in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The purpose of this consultation is to brainstorm on UNDESA-GAID activities, their 
integration within the follow-up to WSIS and the broader United Nations Development Agenda and 
effective outreach mechanisms to the ICT for Development Community.  
 
In order to ensure broad multi-stakeholder participation, for those who will not be able to join the 
meeting in person, the meeting will be webcast. In addition the conference call system will be 
provided. For more details, please see www.un-gaid.org. 

Please note that this meeting will be held in conjunction with a cluster of WSIS-related events (13-29 
May 2007) surrounding World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (17 May). More 
information about the scheduling of these events and further details are available at 
www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/cluster2008.html. 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Sarbuland Khan 
Executive Coordinator 

mailto:gaid@un-gaid.org
http://www.un-gaid.org/
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http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/cluster2008.html
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Open Consultation on  
UNDESA Global Alliance for ICT and Development 

 
Open to all WSIS Stakeholders  

27 May 2008, 15:00 – 18.00 
Room A, ITU Headquarters  

 
DRAFT AGENDA 

  
 
15:00 – 15:30 

 
Welcome & Opening Remarks 

 
Dr. Hamadoun Toure, Secretary General, ITU 
Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, UNDESA-GAID 
 

15:30 – 16:00 Briefing on the outcome of the UNDESA-GAID annual meeting 
and Global Forum in Kuala Lumpur and on the activities of 
UNDESA-GAID 
Chair: Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, UNDESA-GAID 
 

16:00 – 16:15 Coffee Break  
 

16:15 – 17:45 Brainstorming on communications, integration of UNDESA-
GAID activities, longer term planning and outreach to the 
larger ICTD community 
Chair: Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, UNDESA-GAID 
 

17:45 – 18:00 Summary of Food for Thought 
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