Floss Include
The European Union has launched a study on Open Source as a Development Tool. Dubbed FLOSS Include and funded under the EU's 7th Framework Programme, the two year project will be carried out by a project team of research institutes, government agencies, private companies and non-governmental organizations in 9 countries - Argentina, Cambodia, China, Ghana, India, South Africa, Spain and the UK. The consortium is led by UNU-MERIT, a joint research and training centre of United Nations University and Maastricht University in the Netherlands and includes among \other organizations, Canonical Ltd.
The FLOSS Include project will carry out an in-depth analysis of the technical, business and socio-political needs for the growth of FLOSS use, deployment and development in the target regions. 

In pilot efforts, the partners will implement FLOSS solutions, tools and services to ensure they are cost-effective and practical for each environment. The FLOSS Include aims to ensure a lasting impact beyond the project duration.

A project factsheet is available at http://flossinclude.eu

ITfC and Floss Include

ITforChange(http://www.itforchange.net/) and Sarai, India (http://www.sarai.net/) are the two organizations in India , which will be a part of this project.  As part of FLOSS Include, ITfC will focus on FLOSS and the public sector. We will be studying the role of public sector agencies in producing, organizing and stimulating production of FLOSS with high societal impact. Much of social processes, like public delivery of health, education and livelihood support services have a central role for public authorities. So, public systems and structures have a crucial role in pushing FLOSS in activities with high societal impact.
We are also interested in working on FLOSS for public administration, and sharing of FLOSS applications among public sector bodies. Currently commercial, proprietary software is preferred (largely but not always) and we would like to work on seeing FLOSS being used in a big way for Public administration. 

We will also study government polices for FLOSS an area where which is has a pro-industry /commercial software orientation and no real enthusiasm for FLOSS.. 

 Since the issues of standards have a strong connection to the role of public sector - both as a major bulk user of software and being able to set default standards through using them in public application , and
 through direct policy interventions - we will have a strong focus on the inter-operability and open standards aspects in our research.
 


