DECLARATION AfCSF 2007

We, civil society organizations coming from many countries in Africa, gathered at the African Civil Society Forum 2007 organized by CONGO and FEMNET in partnership with ECA and AU in Addis Ababa between 22 and 24 March 2007 on the theme “Democratizing governance at the regional and global level to achieve the MDGs”:

· Considering our important contribution to the development of our continent;

· Aware of the unavoidable role we have to play for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and for the promotion of human rights; and 

· Considering that we have to speak with one voice to become real partners in the establishment of programs and policies of regional and international institutions;

Decide to institutionalize the African Forum with all civil society actors, to serve as an interface between Africa and all non African international institutions and organizations;

Ask African Union, the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), regional economic communities, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and all other international institutions to support the holding of the African Civil Society Forum, to be organized every year.

Urge the Economic Social and Cultural Council of African Union to make use of this space to strengthen its role as consultative African institution and its necessary dialogue with all African civil society organizations.

Invite CONGO (Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations) to be our partner to facilitate dialogue between the Forum and regional institutions and organizations. 

Give mandate to FEMNET to set up an ad hoc follow up committee in charge of implementing the resolutions adopted and to convene the next Forum.






Addis Ababa, 24 March 2007
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