MINUTES OF THE STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETINGS TOWARDS THE 2ND AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM TO BE HOSTED IN NIGERIA, HELD ON THURSDAY 17 MAY 2007 AT THE LE RENDEVOUZ RESTAURANT, OLATUNJI HOUSE, 299 IKORODU ROAD IDIROKO BUS STOP, MARYLAND IKEJA LAGOS.

The meeting, which was convened, by Pastor Peters Omoragbon, Executive President/CEO, Nurses Across the Borders started at 10.40am with opening prayers said by Pastor Vincent Udi. 

A call was made for a volunteer Secretary to the group and Mrs. Edafe of Women’s Board another CONGO NGO member volunteered and was so nominated

ATTENDANCE

The Attendance register was passed round and present at the meeting were:

Name


Organization Represented
Phone No.
     Email

Peters Omoragbon Nurses Across the Borders (CONGO) 08023085408 nursesacrosstheborders@yahoo.com
Eze Ebegbu United Nations Association of Nigeria (WFUNA), Lagos
  08056363176
    

Otis O. Emiko
GADYLP


08052265827


Prince Goodluck  Obi United Nations of Youth (UNOY) Network Nigeria  (CONGO ASSOCIATE) 08056212653
    unoy_nigeria@yahoo.com
Barnaby Ojibe
YOUTHCAN


08023452873      youthcan70@yahoo.com
Vincent Udi

TIE Communications

08023217982


Utonwa Uzoma
Leadnet


08027052081
     tripplen@yahoo.co.uk
Ukoha Nnena
The All- Nigeria United Nations Students and Youth Association (ANUNSA)

08036672892
     nnenna_ukoha@yahoo.com
Kadiri Audu

UNOY/WINTERFACE
08023817801
     deman2good@yahoo.co.uk
Edna Dafe

Women’s Board- (CONGO) 
08032174572
     wb@hyperia.com
Apologies were received from:

Mr. Adeoye

Odua Liberation Congress- Indigenous Group

Mr. Femi Aborishade
Center for Labour Studies

Barrister Eze Eze Eluchie (Attorney-at-Law), Executive Director People Against Drug Dependence & Ignorance (PADDI) 

Dr.Yahya Imam-Department of Islamic Studies, University of Maiduguri, Borno State

Mrs. Folashade Wisdom- MD/CEO Open Source.Com- ICT. 
Introduction/Introductory remarks:

Introduction of those present was done and this was followed by an introductory remark by the convener of the meeting, Pastor Peters Omoragbon. 

He welcomed everyone and explained the need for calling the group together. The basic idea or focus of the meeting is (a) Preparing Ground for the Nigerian Hosting of CONGO’s 2nd AFRICAN CIVIL SOCEITY FORUM (AfCSF) and b), the Hosting of the first African Caucus of the Information Society- ACSIS on ICT 4 Development. 

He gave a background of the bid by Nurses Across the Borders to facilitate the hosting of the First African Civil Society Forum in 2005 in conjunction with FEMNET, but had to step down for FEMNET since it started the bidding before Nurses Across the Borders which was finally held in Ethiopia and hosted by Mama Koitė led FEMMET in conjunction with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa-UNECA and the African Union Secretariat-AU. At the last plenary session of the 1st AfCSF, Nurses Across the Border proposed to CONGO without any objection that the second forum be held in Nigeria.

Having received a provisional approval therefore, there was an urgent need for Nigerian NGOs to begin to organize and reach out for a collaborative effort in ensuring a successful outing as was done in Addis Ababa and move to make strong impact in UN activities and system from now on. He observed that even though Nigeria has a lot of NGOs/CBOs involved with the UN over a period of time, they have failed to bring to bear their experiences from such interactions back home in Nigeria. Further more, the success in the hosting of this all important event in Nigeria will open up Nigeria to the outside world, which will in turn boost not only the foreign image of the nation but also her economic base.

He referred to the success recorded by the Civil Society in South Africa during the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in 2002. Such collaboration is what is being promoted and established here today. In addition and recognition of the leadership role of Nigeria in African Affairs, the leaders of ACSIS that were at Addis met and muted the idea for organizing the first summit of the African Information Society. It was general adopted that Nigeria should also play host to this event.

To this end, the responsibility is on us as Nigerians to cooperate and work together. Nurses Across the Borders could facilitate this because it is an active and fully paid member of CONGO.

He also gave a brief review of the 1st African Civil Society Forum that was held in Addis Ababa Ethiopia from 22 – 27 March 2007.

Finally, he informed the house that, whatever is being done and will be done in regards to the 2nd AfCSF to be held here in Nigeria will be under the supervision of CONGO and the Adhoc Committee which was adopted for future meetings under the leadership of FEMNET with Nurses Across the Borders as co Leaders for the Nigerian Forum.

Reactions to Pastor Peter’s introductory remarks

Prince Obi from United Nations of Youth (UNOY) commended the Convener for this initiative and enjoined all present, to support this initiative. He also suggested that the minutes of the meeting be properly documented so that the decisions reached are sent to others that were invited and could not come and even other NGOs in our network. He advocated that the decisions reached at the meeting be binding on other NGOs. To this, Pastor Peters explained that we do not need the approval of any NGO to organize the forum, as this is purely a CONGO’S affair and other NGOs who not members of CONGO are being invited to be partners and you can only be effective in the group if you belong to it. Since, invitations were duly sent, of course any decision reached here today and subsequent meetings will be binding on those absent.

Mr. Barnaby Ojibe of Youth Cultural Association of Nigeria (YOUTHCAN) vouched his support for the group and pledged to contribute his quota to the success of the Planning Committee. 

Eze Ebegbu of the United Nations Association Nigeria (UNAN)-an affiliate of the World Federation of United Nations Associations- WFUNA expressed his strong support for the group. He explained that  with the ongoing reorganization of UNAN, it is/will be poised to play its leadership role in all the UN events as done in the past, and since WFUNA is a member of CONGO, UNAN will do all possible to support the Convener and the success of this Forum. He would also be ready to make his personal contribution to the group, but might not always be available because he recently lost his mother and being the first son will be very much involved in the organization of the funeral services. Everyone present sympathized with him

Setting up of the Adhoc Steering Committee: (Local Organizing Committee)

It was agreed that all members present be co-opted as members of the Adhoc Committee towards the organization of the 2nd AfCSF to be held in Nigeria. As we go along and as the group participation is enlarged, roles and responsibilities will be assigned.

 To this end, members were enjoined to begin to the process of formulating the Theme(s), program, and activities for this forum. All suggestions are subject to the approval of CONGO. 

By next meeting, each organization shall come up with their proposal and volunteer area of responsibility and activity. Ideas could be shared via the e-group list that will be set up soon after this meeting.

It was then resolved that members should activate their email addresses as that will be our major means of communicating. An e-group will be opened and members are to register in it

Finance: 

The issue of finance was discussed and it was agreed that it is important, as no organization can survive without it. Members should be ready to make contributions towards the daily expenses in running the group. To this effect, it was agreed that member organizations should make a one-off contribution of Two thousand naira only (N2000.00) to be paid now or before the next meeting. The amount can be paid in installment. An interim treasurer to keep the money was appointed in the person of Ms. Nnenna Ukoha. 

Other means of raising fund was also discussed. This includes reaching out to other organization like Banks and Multinationals, getting support from the AU, NEPAD, ECA. Members should think of more ways to raise fund. Of course these will be more meaningful when the CONGO Board sets up the Agenda for the 2nd AfCSF.

Amount Collected:
Mr. Utonwa Uzoma of Leadnet paid                                N1,000:00

Prince G. Obi of UNOY paid                                           N2,000:00

Total amount collected is                                                 N3,000:00

AOB

1. Prince Obi suggested that the resolution of this inaugural meeting of the stakeholders’ forum be sent to the press, since they were not invited to cover the occasion. UNIC and other Civil Society should also be informed about the outcome of the meeting.

2. Pastor Peters informed members of the plans to create a website for the forum, this will make it possible for interested organizations to register online.

3. There will be a Board meeting of CONGO in July and Pastor Peters will attend this meeting where he hopes to brief the Executives of the outcome of this meeting.

4. There will be an election into the Board of CONGO from 5th – 7th December 2007. Nurses Across the Border intends and has been duly nominated to the Board Elections as provided for by the constitution of CONGO

.

5. The next meeting of the group will be in August after the Board meeting of CONGO. There will however be communications online with members, so anyone without an email should get one.

Closing: 

Motions for adjournment of the meeting was raised by Mr. Augustine Ebegbu and supported by Mr. Utonwa Uzoma. 

Nnena Ukoha said closing prayers at 12.35pm.

Signed

Edna EDAFE                                                                                 Pastor Peters OMORAGBON

Secretary







Chairman/Convener

Recorded by 

Edna Dafe (Mrs.)

Protem Secretary
