Decision

Multi-year work programme of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development

     In response to the request of ECOSOC
, and recalling its mandate from resolution E/2006/46, as reflected in Para 4, 5 and 6, which interalia states:  

(a) Review and assess progress at the international and regional levels in the implementation of action lines, recommendations, themes and commitments contained in the outcome documents of WSIS;

(b) Share best and effective practices and lessons learned and identify obstacles and constraints encountered, actions and initiatives to overcome them and important measures for further implementation of WSIS outcomes;

(c) Promote dialogue and foster partnerships, in coordination with other appropriate United Nations funds, programmes and specialized agencies, to contribute to the attainment of the Summit objectives and the implementation of its outcomes and to use ICTs for development and the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, with the participation of Governments, the private sector, civil society, the United Nations and other international organizations in accordance with their different roles and responsibilities;
The Commission decides to adopt the following multi-year work programme underpinned by a strong development orientation:
(1) Focus in each biennium on a specific theme related to the building of the information society, with a view to narrowing the digital divide, including but not limited to:

· Development-oriented policies for socio-economic inclusive information society, including access, infrastructure and an enabling environment;

· Improvements and innovations in existing financing mechanisms;

· Measuring the information society;

· Multi-stakeholder partnerships for building the information society; and

· Innovation, research, technology transfer for mutual advantage, entrepreneurship and collaborative development in the information society.  
(2) Examine, within its original mandate, the implication of science and technology for development, with particular attention to the following areas:

· Science, technology and engineering for innovation and capacity-building in education and research;

· New and emerging technologies;

· Virtual science libraries and geospatial analysis of development issues; and

· Technologies to address challenges in areas such as energy, agriculture, water and health care.
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