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Concept Note by the Secretariat 

on a proposal for the future agenda and multi-year programme of the 

Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD)

Related to WSIS follow-up

Introduction

The Tunis Agenda for the Information Society requested ECOSOC to oversee the system-wide follow-up of the Tunis and Geneva outcomes of WSIS. To this end, ECOSOC, at its substantive session of 2006, reviewed the mandate, agenda and composition of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), including the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach.

During this session, ECOSOC adopted a resolution (E/2006/46) entitled "follow-up to the World Summit on the Information Society and review of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development". In this resolution, the Council set out CSTD's mandates: "the Commission shall effectively assist the Economic and Social Council as the focal point in the system-wide follow-up, in particular the review and assessment of progress made in implementing the outcomes of the Summit, while at the same time maintaining its original mandate on science and technology for development, also taking into account the provisions of paragraph 60 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome". 

Taking into account these mandates, the council also decided, that the commission shall continue working on the basis of biennial action cycles; and that, at its next session the commission shall develop its agenda and a multi‑year work programme.

The purpose of this note is to present some thoughts and ideas for consideration by the commission in the development of its agenda and multi-year work programme. 

Ideas for the multi-year programme

The follow-up to WSIS outcome is a challenging task. The information society is not a single-issue problem and ICTs are cross-sectorial technologies resulting in a broad scope of applications and impact. Therefore, the Commission may consider adopting a multi-year work plan, each year being devoted to a specific theme -or cluster of themes-, in an effort to simplify the agenda of the Commission and to plan substantive discussions in advance.
In November 2006, UNCTAD convened a CSTD panel meeting, in collaboration with UNESCO in Paris. During this panel, some ideas and views were exchanged on the future multi-year programme of CSTD. Participants recommended that, recognizing that all the issues identified in the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society are important, the follow-up process should cover all those issues equally, and the selection of some issues during a given cycle does not therefore diminish the importance of the commitments undertaken with respect to the issues to be considered during future cycles. 

It also proposed that the measurement of the digital divide, particularly through different indicators and indices such as those specified in paragraph 115 of the Tunis Agenda on the Information Society, and the assessment and tracking of global progress in achieving the indicative targets for improving connectivity and access in the use of ICTs, stated in paragraph 6 of the Geneva Plan of Action, should be addressed in every cycle. 

Several participants observed that sequencing the thematic areas would not respond to the dynamic nature of ICT development. Given the fast pace of technological development, and the implementation process, which is multi-faceted, and handled by various entities at different levels, one proposal was that, all thematic areas be addressed on a parallel basis. They also noted that the work programme should be flexible enough to accommodate the Commission's traditional and new mandates, as well as to adapt to new developments.

Following these recommendations, it is proposed that the commission adopt the following approach regarding its multi-year programme:

a- Undertake, at every session, a general review and assessment of progress  at the international and regional levels in the implementation of Action Lines, recommendations and commitments contained in the outcome documents of WSIS; as mandated by a ECOSOC resolution (E/2006/46).
b- Focus in each session on a specific theme related to the building of the global information society. The choice of these themes will be updated according to the new developments. However a provisional list of themes could be proposed as described in the following table

	Year
	Themes
	Main Issues

	1
	- Financing ICT for Development
	· How could financial resources be mobilized for building the information society?

· How current financing mechanisms for ICT for Development could be enhanced?

· What could be the new innovative current financing mechanisms for ICT for Development

	2
	-Measuring the Development of the Information Society
	· How effective are the current indicators for measuring the development of the information society?

· What are the new innovative ways for measuring the development of the information society?

· What could be done to reinforce the efforts in partnerships for measuring the development of the information society?

	3
	-Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships for Building the Information Society
	· What are the best practices for establishing a partnership for building the information society?

· What could be the framework (legal, economic, political) of a partnership for building the information society?

· How partnerships could be promoted?

	4
	- Innovation, Research and Entrepneurship in the information society  
	· What is the role of Innovation, Research and Entrepneurship in the information society?
· What are the best practices for fostering Innovation, Research and Entrepneurship?

	5
	- Pro-poor policies for an inclusive information society
	· What are the best practices and lessons learned in including poor populations in the information society?

· What are the new trends in pro-poor technologies?
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