Civil Society Plenary meeting
21 May 2007 – 18:0-19:00 

*  *  *

Summary
1. Modalities for CS participation (10th session of CSTD)
It was stressed that decisions regarding participation of civil society observers have not yet been taken. Rules for civil society participation will first be based on the recent ECOSOC resolutions that allowed WSIS accredited CS entities to participate in the 10th and 11th CSTD sessions. For 12th CSTD sessions onwards, CS entities would need to obtain the ECOSOC consultative status, which might imply a missing gap for some CS WSIS accredited actors, such as academic entities, local authorities. 
For the up coming four days, CSTD would work on a very way. There will be a specific timeslot for long statements / presentations by observers (probably on Wednesday afternoon). In addition, informal oral contributions by observers, including civil society, might be possible during other meetings on the CSTD, when time management allows after Member States have spoken. 
2. CSTD multi year programme of work and working methods
Philippe Dam explained the drafting process which led to the submission by CONGO of a statement on this issue to the CSTD. Initiated by Prof. John Mathiason and finalised in consultation with a number of NGOs, the written statement submitted by CONGO proposes a three-level approach, including a review of the outcome of the implementation process (ALF, regional commissions and other implementing agencies), a focus on a theme relevant to the WSIS follow-up process, and consideration of emerging issues pertaining to the information society. 
As regards the decision making process, it would be probably that one of the ambassadors would be nominated as facilitator, to help finalizing a decision on the basis of Secretariat’s paper. A document was circulated by the CSTD Secretariat in printed version, which focused on a similar approach, proposing the 5 following themes: financing mechanisms; measure progress; multi-stakeholder partnerships; innovations; pro-poor policies. Some participants underlined hat this document was much more satisfactory than the previous papers de livered by the CSTD Secretariat, even though any reference to IG issues was missing. It was stressed that in this context, CS should think of responding this document, and look into how to contribute to the decision making process in this regard. A participant suggested that WSIS “direction lines” be identified in relation to the follow up to WSIS financing mechanisms. 
It was stressed that we are now in a process in which we have to reinvent the wheel and refer to the new innovative practices and experiences gained during WSIS. The institutional process within ECOSOC itself is much more complex and bureaucratic. 
3. Action Line Facilitation process
Reports were provided on the discussion which took place within the previous Action Line Facilitation meeting (in particular on the joint C2-C4-C6 meeting, and on the C7-E-Science meeting). In addition, a discussion took place on the issue of stakeholders’ participation in the implementation process at the national level. The need to strategize in the perspective of the AL Facilitators’ meeting (Friday 25 May 2007) was also stressed. 

4. CS involvement in GAID

GAID should serve as a link between WSIS and MDG. It was recognise that CS should further engage into GAID but that CS has not seen GAID as a strategically important forum in terms of influencing policies. 

In the follow up to the “UN meets Silicon Valley” GAID meeting, it was proposed and supported that we should consider a next meeting on the theme “Silicon Valley meets civil society”, in order to strengthen the understanding between the interests and objectives of these various stakeholders. 

One participant stressed the unbalance between regional commitments through GAID, pointing at the absence of initiative for a regional network in the Middle East. Another participant raised the need to integrate the issues of disabilities within post WSIS processes and GAID.
5. CS self organising process
It was proposed that a more functional structure be established. One focal point for each WSIS Action Line could help disseminating information, reporting, following up and mobilizing actors, with the support of a small Secretariat within CONGO. 

A participant announced the creation of a French Civil Society Bureau, composed of a large number of French WSIS accredited NGOs, notably to address questions related to procedures, in which CS entities can definitely find consensus. 

It was agreed that more time should be devoted to this issue during Thursday 24 May’s CS Plenary meeting.

*  *  *

