Civil Society Development Forum 2007 
CSDF 2007
“A Platform for Development: Countdown up to 2015”

Call for Discussion Papers

Geneva, 16 March 2007

Dear colleagues and friends,

The Civil Society Development Forum 2007 aims at achieving an unprecedented level of inclusiveness among the Forum’s participants. We are pursuing that objective as we intend to maximize representativity and ensure that a truly bottom-up approach will prevail among the attendees during the Forum’s proceedings.
During previous debates among civil society protagonists on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), especially during the Millennium + 5 process, numerous participants voiced criticism with regard to some of the MDGs. They highlighted the lack of civil society involvement in the shaping of the MDGs and emphasized the MDGs’ insufficient coverage of human rights, gender and employment issues. We therefore wish to take the opportunity, through the Civil Society Development Forum 2007, and its bearing on the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), especially of its High-Level Segment, to draw again attention to these shortcomings and to persevere in influencing the conclusions and recommendations emanating from that Session. 
For this purpose, we are launching herewith a call for papers. The overall goal of the present appeal and call for papers is to gather your feedback regarding your organization’s position(s) with regard to best (and bad) practices in meeting the MDGs, including proposals from the field. Secondly, CONGO, in cooperation with its partners and donors, will award the authors of the most pioneering and consciousness-raising papers with fellowships enabling them to participate at the Civil Society Development Forum 2007. Fellowships will be screened and evaluated by a peer-reviewed steering committee.
The written proposals to be submitted should comply with the following criteria:

· Focus on the internationally agreed development goals (IADGs) and the MDGs;
· Link with the recently adopted theme for ECOSOC’s forthcoming Substantive Session “Strengthening efforts at all levels to promote pro-poor sustained economic growth, including through equitable macroeconomic policies”;

· Propose concrete recommendations for the ECOSOC’s annual ministerial review, this year’s theme being “Strengthening efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger, including through the global partnership for development”;
· Working language: English or French
· 5 pages A4 maximum

· Subject line: Proposal for CSDF 2007

Please do not submit any other documents for the moment. Should you be selected for fellowship, organizers will contact you for further documentation. All submitting authors will be acknowledged and receive notification of the selection outcome. 

The papers should reach CONGO before 25 May 2007, by:

E-mail:
congo@ngocongo.org
Fax:

+41 22 301 2000

Post:
11, avenue de la Paix, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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