African Civil Society Forum 2007
“Democratizing Governance at Regional and Global Level to Achieve the MDGs”

ECA Conference Centre

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 22 - 24 March 2007

PRESS RELEASE

Geneva, 27 March 2007 - Held at the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) Centre in Addis Ababa, the African Civil Society Forum 2007 (AfCSF 2007) closed on Saturday, 24 March, with the adoption of a Final Declaration containing specific recommendations. The Forum had brought together more than 250 Civil Society leaders from 32 African countries and was jointly organized by the Conference of NGOs (CONGO) and the African Women's Development and Communication Network (FEMNET), in cooperation with UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the African Union Commission (AU), under the theme: “Democratizing governance at the regional and global level to achieve the MDGs”.

One key objective of the Forum was the establishment of an independent platform to give African civil society a larger voice at both regional and global levels to express freely and more effectively its concerns and aspirations, and to make better known its experience and contributions. Other objectives included the much needed identification of African civil society’s role in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The Forum received a message from UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and was addressed by the Executive Secretary of ECA, Abdoulie Janneh, and by the Vice-President of the AU Commission, H.E. Patrick Mazimhaka. Also speaking at the opening ceremony, the Presidents of CONGO and FEMNET, Renate Bloem and Mama Koité Doumbia, expressed their great satisfaction that the Forum finally took place, transforming their long held vision into reality, namely to increase the participation of African NGOs and CSOs whose contributions they considered essential for the emergence of a truly global civil society. They also underlined the urgency to get African civil society more intimately involved in meaningful partnerships with their governments and regional institutions to accelerate progress towards achievement of the MDGs.

Many eminent speakers
, notably from the Millennium Campaign, ActionAid, CIVICUS, MWENGO and other organizations, sparked a debate on current challenges to peace and security in Africa, on human rights violations in many countries, including Zimbabwe and Sudan. The Forum also addressed institution-building of the UN Human Rights Council, governance challenges as well as trade and development issues. Gender equality and ICT for Development were cross-cutting issues. In concurrence with the Forum, DESA NY and ECA ICT also launched the African chapter of the Global Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID).

After three days of passionate discussions the Forum adopted its final declaration as well as some country-specific resolutions. Responding to the call from ECA to institutionalize the AfCSF, the Forum expressed its strong endorsement of that proposal and, as a first step, resolved to meet again next year.

For more information please contact the Forum Secretariat:
T: +41 22 301 1000

F: +41 22 301 2000

E: afcsf2007@ngocongo.org
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� See list of participants





