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Mr. Chairman,

It has been almost one year that heads of States shared their common vision of the Information Society, reaffirming the commitments agreed in Geneva two years earlier. “Building a people-centred, development-oriented and inclusive information society”: the expression is repeated in the Tunis Commitment for the Information Society, echoing the first paragraph of the Geneva Declaration of Principles. Internet governance is also recognised as a crucial element in this direction. Paragraph 97 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society later “acknowledges that multi-stakeholder participation is essential to the successful building of a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society”.

I will mainly focus on this aspect and its implications with regard to the implementation and follow-up processes to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society.

Some of us participating in this Intersession Panel of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development are just back from Athens, where the United Nations held the inaugural meeting of the Internet Governance Forum: States, international organisations, representatives of civil society and the private sector, academic and scientific communities debated and addressed for four days various issues related to the future of the web in a very open and inclusive format. Stakeholders gathered during 36 workshops and created various dynamic coalitions to join their efforts in developing policy aspects in the perspective of the next IGF meeting in 2007.

Based on this latest multi-stakeholder experience, I would like to explore how the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, after the review of its mandate, agenda and composition decided by ECOSOC, should, in my view, take into account the multi-stakeholder approach to strengthen the building of a people-centred, development-oriented and inclusive information society, with a view to enhancing digital opportunities for all people.

Quantitative participation of civil society 
CONGO and other NGOs have already invested quite some efforts to ensure that all civil society accredited to the World Summit on the Information Society could fully participate in the work of the CSTD as from its first activities addressing issues related to the WSIS follow-up. Indeed WSIS accredited civil society entities contained only some 10% ECOSOC status NGOs. Many of these participants, in particular from the Global South, were involved in an international process for the first time through the WSIS. However, they had already or developed considerable experience related to ICTs and their potentials for development. We strongly believe that such expertise should be shared with the CSTD when addressing the future of the Information Society. 

Two issues should be raised to ensure a constructive and meaningful participation of relevant actors in the follow up to WSIS, duly taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach. 

First of all, the formal involvement of such actors should be guaranteed without delay. The ECOSOC resolution adopted in July provides that “non governmental organisations (…) which have received accreditation to WSIS, may participate, upon approval by ECOSOC in a timely manner, on an exceptional basis and without prejudice to the established rules of the United Nations, in the next two meetings of the Commission.” 

I understand that we are now in the proceedings of the 10th session of the Commission’s work. In addition, the theme of this panel is directly referring to the language contained in the outcome documents of the World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva and Tunis. I note that ECOSOC did not yet approve the list of WSIS accredited civil society entities, so that such entities are not allowed to participate as such in this on going Panel. More openness towards such a category of actors would have however represented a very positive sign, half a year before its first session mandated by ECOSOC to address the WSIS follow-up. I therefore urge members States of the Economic and Social Council to avoid any further delay in implementing the decision they agreed on three months ago, and in approving in a timely manner the participation of NGOs which have received WSIS accreditation. The months to come will indeed be precious, and a prompt finalization of this process will help the CSTD Secretariat to take practical arrangements for the up coming 10th session of the CSTD, and will allow civil society entities to better prepare their substantial participation in the WSIS follow up in a constructive manner and well in advance.

My second point in this regard is that the very nature of the follow up to the WSIS commitments is based on the full involvement of all actors concerned, including States, international organisations, civil society and the private sector. Without such engagement of all actors concerned, there would be the risk that the follow up to WSIS would miss crucial dimensions and areas of expertise. It is therefore the role of the CSTD Secretariat, in collaboration with coalitions of stakeholders, to mobilize, raise awareness and interest on the CSTD - which after all constitutes the main follow up mechanism in the overall Un system - with the view to ensure a meaningfully participation and contribution of all relevant actors. 
Qualitative participation of civil society
The participation of NGOs and WSIS accredited civil society entities will be based on the basic modalities provided by ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31. This includes the rights to take the floor, the right to submit written contributions, and the right to propose items for the provisional agenda of its Commissions. ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31 has demonstrated flexibility enough to adapt itself to the specific needs of the various ECOSOC substantive Commissions. Therefore, so as to continue the involvement of all actors in the work of the Commission at the same level of mobilization and contribution as during WSIS, we consider necessary that future practices of the CSTD draw upon the multi-stakeholder interactions and contributions as experienced during the WSIS process.

The Commission on Science and Technology for Development, while keeping its intergovernmental nature, in particular when coming to decision taking segments, should develop working modalities which give way to multi-stakeholder exchange of views and maximize interaction between the various categories of actors engaged in the WSIS follow-up. This should contribute to strengthening the common good nature of the outcomes of the follow up process to WSIS, and therefore would also contribute to the mobilization and engagement of additional actors in the work of the CSTD. 

It is now time to start thinking of some ideas to strengthen the multi-stakeholder nature of the work of the CSTD. First of all, I believe that NGOs and other stakeholders should be fully involved in official and informal meetings of the CSTD. The CSTD should not work in isolation, but should outreach and share information and ideas with all concerned stakeholders, during and in between sessions. In addition, stakeholders should also be asked to participate in the processes leading to the identification of substantive themes to be addressed by the Commission. Practical arrangements should also take place during the CSTD annual session for thematic and multi-stakeholder side events to be organised by interested actors. Other events related to implementation and follow-up activities to the World Summit should  be clustered around the CSTD annual session, scaling up last May’s experience, in a coherent and complementary manner, and strengthening the articulations between those naturally interrelated processes. The question of funding is also crucial to ensure participation of non governmental actors from developing countries, and I encourage the establishment of a trust fund for NGOs. Multi-stakeholder contributions and initiatives, in terms of research, analysis, experience, proposal-making, should emerge from and feed into the work of the Commission. Lastly, this current CSTD inter-session panel should become a privileged space for multi-stakeholder discussion, involving experts from all categories of stakeholders, moving together into a single and common community of thinking and reflection, rather than keeping the distinction of their various categories. This panel could become, following the model previously experienced during the WSIS, an advisory and fully multi-stakeholder preparatory process leading to the main session of the Commission.
CSTD approach to the Information Society
I am very pleased to see that the 9th session of the CSTD decided to take on board the issues addressed by WSIS and chose as the substantive theme of its next session to address an issue which is directly referring to recommendations and countries' commitments, stated in WSIS outcome documents. 

Therefore, I would like to say a few words about the general vision that should encompass the future work of the CSTD, in relation with the theme of this Panel. A people-centred, development-oriented and inclusive information society as well as the enhancement of digital opportunities for all people, are the global objectives of the implementation and follow-up activities to WSIS. Therefore, the theme of this panel and of the up coming CSTD session should be seen as an overarching and cross cutting vision for all activities related to the WSIS follow-up in the coming years. The CSTD should adopt an approach which is coherent with the new challenges rooted in the information society and which takes into account its complexities and the diversity of its needs. This implies a social and political approach to the economic and technical developments of the information society with the view to ensure justice and peoples' full participation and empowerment. In addition, as underlined by civil society in its declaration to WSIS Phase I in Geneva, technologies, and in particular ICT, represent fundamental means for economic and social development, but should not become ends in themselves. It is of key importance that the work of the renewed CSTD reflects the recognition that ICTs are an integral part of the broader development agenda.

The fourth Chapter of the Paper issued by the CSTD Secretariat is a very useful tool to stress the multi-stakeholder nature of the process leading to the construction of a people centred, development oriented and inclusive information society. This stresses the need for the complete and meaningful involvement of all categories of actors in the activities of the CSTD as a crucial condition for achieving its mandate and its objectives. We should finalize the institution building of the follow-up role of the CSTD keeping such a perspective in mind. The main measures for building the information society, as outlined in this issue paper, should be mirrored in the practices and methods of work of the CSTD. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I will leave it to my friend and colleague addressing the substantial and action-oriented elements related to the building of a people centred, development oriented and inclusive information society. I remain at your disposal for any further question. I thank you for your attention and for giving me this opportunity to speak.
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